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MS Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby directed to the document listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the document be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any 
patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement accompanies the new patent application 
submitted herewith. 



A summary/abstract translation of the non-English language document is enclosed. 



A copy of the document on the PTO/SB/08 is attached. 
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Docket No.: 04970/020 1 060-USO 



The relevance of Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-087288 to the present 



application is discussed in the specification beginning at Page 2, thus conforming to the 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1. 98(a)(3). 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an admission that any patent, publication or other 
information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed documents. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency of up to $300.00 or credit any 
excess in this fee to Deposit Account No. 04-0100. 

Dated: March 23, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No.: 26,936 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 10150-5257 
(212) 527-7700 
(212) 753-6237 (Fax) 
Attomeys/ Agents For Applicant 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are requred to resporxJ to a coflection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 
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^EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^ See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.Qov or MPEP 901,04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). ^ For 
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Translation is attached. 
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